 Message of Juan Perón to People and Governments of the World

  From Madrid, February 21, 1972

           Almost 30 years ago, at a time when the contemporary process of decolonization had not yet begun, we propounded our concept of the Third Position (Tercera Posición) to safeguard the sovereignty and self-determination of the small nations in the face of the blocks formed bay the victors of world war II.

Today, as the number of those small nations has grown to the point of making up a huge and multitudinous Third World, a far greater peril – one that affects the whole of mankind and endangers its very survival – compels us to present the question in new terms that go far beyond the merely political aspects eliminating all partisan and ideological barriers to enter into the sphere of the relationship between nature and mankind.

We believe the time has come for both people and governments of the world to realize that man’s pollution of the earth’s natural resources, overestimation of technology, and unbridled breeding, have embarked humanity upon a veritable suicidal course which, if it  is to be stayed would call for immediate and concerted international action.

It is up to the world’s scientists to awaken mankind to this fact, yet only the political leaders of the world are in a position to bring about the required action.

I have therefore considered this question in my capacity of a political leader and on the basis of the authority I possess as a forerunner of the present political position adopted bay what we call the Third World, and the assertions of what are backed bay the latest findings of scientific investigations.

THE FACTS

Man can no longer be conceived independently from the environment he himself has shaped. man today is a powerful biological force which, if left to pursue its destruction of the earth’s vital resources; can only lead to social catastrophes in the coming decades.

The living conditions of humanity are changing so rapidly that adjustment to a new form of life is made practically impossible. Man’s  actions are quicker than his ability to comprehend their full significance, and so among other things, he has failed to realize that he resources that are vital to him and his progeny have their origin in nature and not in the capacity of his mind. His daily life is thus a ceaseless chain of contradictions.

In the course of the last century man has plundered entire continents, and it has taken him no more than two decades to make refuse dumps of rivers and oceans,  and to transform the air in big cities into a thick, poisonous gas. Man hailed the invention of the automobile as his greatest contribution to human comfort, yet the civilization he has built around it entails a myriad of problems of circulation, city planning, safety, and pollution, besides aggravating the pernicious consequences of sedentary life.

MASS SQUANDER

His so-called “consumer societies” are but social systems based on mass squander; based on spending because spending generates profit. Resources are squandered in the production of unnecessary or superfluous goods, and so-called durable goods are purposely assigned short life terms because more profit is generated by their continual renewal. Billions are invested each year in changing the looks of a commodity, rather than in finding substitutes for those that are harmful to human health. Catering unceaselessly for human vanity, new and increasingly noxious processes are being devised every day. As an example, let us but mention today’s automobiles whose motors should long have been replaced by electrically propelled engines, or the poisonous lead being added to gasoline for the sole purpose of increased speeding.

Of no smaller consequence is the fact that the mass squander systems of technologically advanced countries feed on the vast natural resources of the Third World. Thus, man’s relationship with man presents a strange paradox: certain social classes, particularly in technologically backward countries, suffer the hardships of hunger, illiteracy, and ill-health, yet both the social classes and the countries whose over-consumption thrives on those sufferings are not rationally fed, neither do they enjoy the benefits of a genuine culture, nor do they lead see instead, that they are a prey to widespread anxiety and boredom, and to the vices born of ill-spent leisure. 

THE MIRAGE OF TECHNOLOGY

Worse still, owing as much to vested interests as to a widespread erroneous belief that the natural resources vital to man’s survival are inexhaustible, this state of affairs tends to become ever more critical. Whilst the ghost of hunger stalks the earth devouring 55 million tries hitherto known as the world’s granaries, and threatening to expand at lightning speed during the coming decades, in the most advanced technological centers we are told that, among other marvels, clothes will soon be cut with laser beams, and that housewives will use their television sets to do their shopping, and then pay for what they have bought through the medium of an electronic system. The gap which separates one part of mankind from the other is widening so obviously, that one feels inclined to look upon humanity as made up of different species.

 Led astray by the mirage of technology, man has forgotten the truths that lie at the vase of his existence. And so, while cybernetics, electronics, powerful combustibles, new ways in metallurgy and fabulous theoretical knowledge have taken him to the moon, he destroys the very air he must breath, soiling the water he dinks, ravaging the soil that feeds him, and raising the earth’s natural temperature without regard for the biological consequences of his actions. To crown his folly, he has fouled the sea to which he could have  turned as a last source of sustenance.

AFTER THE LAND, THE SEA

In the course of the last century, man has exterminated nearly two hundred land species, and he is now well on his way to destroying life in the seas. Apart from the consequences of excessive fishing, vast expanses of sea, especially coastal areas, have been turned into veritable cemeteries of fish and crustacea as a result both of waste dumping and accidental oil spills. The oil sprung from wrecked tankers alone, accounts for he death of close to 600.000 million fish over the last decade. We nonetheless dump more waste than ever before into the sea, drill thousands of oil wells in different areas of the oceans, or along their coasts, and raise the tonnage of oil tankers indefinitely without bothering to impose certain measures that would protect the life of the fauna and flora of the sea. 

POTABLE WATER

The increasing toxicity of the air in big cities is a well known fact, yet little, if anything, is being done about it. There is no widespread awareness, on the other hand, of the problem posed by the squandering of fresh water for human consumption and irrigation. The depletion of ground water sources has already made deserts of vast expanses of formerly fertile lands, and the rivers can be said to constitute gigantic sewers rather than fresh water sources, or lines of communication. At the same time, the erosion caused by an irrational cultivation of the soil and the elimination of its natural vegetation having become a world problem, man is now intent on finding a chemical substitute for the biological cycle of the soil, one of life’s more complex processes. To make matters worse, a large number of natural water sources have been polluted; fresh water reserves are poorly distributed over the globe’s surface, and while we cling to the desalting of sea water as one of our last resources, we are forced to realize that this project of universal proportions would demand an infrastructure such as mankind at present is unable to either finance or set up.

FOOD AND ARMS 

On the other hand, despite the so-called green revolution, the third World is still far from producing the amounts of food it consumes, and self-sufficiency would involve levels of industrial development, structural reforms, and social justice such as are quite beyond their present reach. The production of substitute foods is furthermore hampered by an insufficiency of funds and technical difficulties.

To crown man’s foolishness, a wanton and irrational arms race has long been under way, costing mankind 200.000 million dollars yearly.

To this miscellaneous collection of artificially created problems, we must add the population explosion. The number of human beings inhabiting this planet has doubled over the last century, and if the increase in the birth rate continues as at present, it will be doubled again by the end of this century, or beginning of the next. Should mankind persist in this direction, there would be but one square meter of this planet available for every human being alive in the year 2.500. This global view is admittedly very much ahead of our time, but it is not  so farfetched when we think of the cramped living conditions prevailing in our big cities today. It should be considered that in twenty year’s time more than half of the world’s population will be living in big and medium sized cities.

DEMOGRAPHIC POLICY

It is thus clear that mankind must implement a demographic policy. the question is that even if we do put such a policy in practice as of now, we would still be too late to reap its benefits in the field of education before the end of the present decade, and before the end of this century in the field of employment. Moreover, a demographic policy alone, without consistent economic and social policies to go with it, will not produce the desired effects. Still, to keep up the present rate of population growth is as suicidal as persisting in the squandering of natural resources which characterizes the highly industrialized centers under a market economy and those counties which have shaped their development after these same patterns. Totally unacceptable, however, is the implementation of a demographic policy based on pills whose effects upon the health of women have already given rise to widespread alarm, and whose long term effect on future generations is as yet far from clear. 

COURSE OF ACTION

If we take a global look at mankind’s problems as related above, we shall see that they spring as much from human greed and improvidence, as from the characteristics of certain social systems, the misuse of technology, and ignorance of the earth’s complex biological interrelationships and the natural progression of human population growth. Heterogeneous causes call for heterogeneous responses, although the ultimate common denominator would undoubtedly have to be man’s intelligence. To the irrationality of universal suicide we must respond with a rational urge to survive.

To halt and reverse our disastrous course we must accept certain premises, namely.

1.- the most necessary and urgent prerequisites are a mental revolution which must take place mainly in the minds of the leaders of the highly industrialized countries of this world; a world-wide change in social and productive structures, particularly in the technologically advanced countries in which a market economy prevails, and the mergence of a truly biological coexistence among men, and between men and the rest of nature.

2.- such a mental revolution implies an understanding of the facts that man cannot replace nature when it comes to maintaining the natural overall balance of the earth’s life cycle; that technology is a two-edged the earth’s life cycle; that technology is a two-edged sword; that limits should be placed on so-called progress even if it means giving up some of the amenities of civilization; that nature should be allowed to regain the balance willfully upset by man to the extent that such a recovery is at all possible; that natural resources tend to become depleted and so should be utilized rationally and with care; that all prejudice should be set aside to plan the growth of the globe’s population, notwithstanding which, at this time, more important should be an improved good distribution, widespread educational and public health facilities, and for education and wholesome recreation to take the place of the superfluous goods and services now so highly prized by man.

3.- each nation has the sovereign right to made use of its natural resources, yet each government is under the obligation of seeing to it that the citizenry exercise this right rationally and with care. the individual right of citizens or a people to subsist, pledges humanity to fight for collective survival.

4.- changing the world’s social and productive structures means that squander-and-profit may no longer be allowed to act as the driving force behind any society shuteye, and that all social systems should have social justice as their base, not only so that man may benefit from it directly, but that he may also strive to increase the production of food and other essentials. Goods and services production priorities must therefore conform to the  particular needs of each country. In other words, mankind requires new patterns of production, consumption, organization, and technological development that, while granting priority to the meeting of man’s essential requirements, will allow for the rationing of natural resources, and minimize environmental pollution.

5.- man needs a new mind in a physically renewed world. A world shoes people are weakened by environmental pollution, exhausted by hunger and thirst, and crease by noise and crowded living cannot produce a new society centered on the full unfolding of human personality. The prison cities of today must be transformed into tomorrow’s garden cities.

6.- planned population growth must be implemented with the least possible delay, yet without detriment to human health,  and in keeping with the peculiar conditions that prevail in each country (i.e. population growth should obviously not be restricted in under populated countries such as Argentine), and within the context of globally rational economic and social policies.

7.- the battle against environmental and biosphere pollution, against the squandering of natural resources, noisy and crowded cities, and the explosive growth of human population should be initiated forthwith at  all levels municipal, national, and international.

In the international sphere, all of these problems should be placed on the agenda for negotiation among the big powers, and taken up by the United Nations as a question of the very first priority. These are not just another set of problems to be dealt with as a matter of course by the governments of the world, since, viewed as a whole, they constitute the problem mankind must solve if it is  to survive.

8.- all of these problems are indissolubly linked to the questions of social justice, the Third World´s struggle for economic independence, and political sovereignty, the relaxation of international tension, and international cooperation.

9.- the solution of many of these problems will require that the ideological differences be set aside that separate individuals within a society, and states within the international community.

WE, OF THE THIRD WORLD

Lastly, we want to address ourselves to the countries wich as ours, belong to the Third World:

1.- we must defender our natural resources, tooth  and nail, from the voracity of international monopolies eager to carry them off for the purpose of sustaining the absurd modes of industrialization and development prevailing in the technologically advanced centers under a market economy. The Third World can no longer increase its food production on any appreciable scale unless it parallely develops its related industries. Thus, every bit of raw material carried away today from the Third World will mean tomorrow´s diminished food production capability.

2.- however, preventing the outflow of our natural resources will be of no avail if we remain unwilling to by these monopolies, which are the very negation of a rational utilization of such resources.

3.- so, to safeguard their interest, the countries of the Third World must seek regional integration and join action.

4.- we must not forget that the real issue in the greater part of the countries in our Third World is the total absence of any true social justice and that a truly popular participation in the management of public affairs is sadly lacking. And yet, if social justice is not cope with the grievous difficulties lying ahead of mankind in the coming decades.

To survive, humanity must mobilize for a war, a war to defend itself. No one can afford to stand aloof from this titanic task. We therefore call upon all people and governments of the world to join in this common cause.

Madrid, February 21, 1972

                                                                                     Juan Domingo Perón

